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Woodford Valley C of E Primary Academy
RE Policy

This school is committed to creating the ethos in which children can grow towards 
Christian life, learning and love.

‘And now I give you a new commandment: love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another.  If you have love for one another, then everyone will know that you are my disciples.” John 13: 34-35
Woodford Valley Church of England Primary Academy is a Voluntary Aided Church school. As such, Religious Education (RE) is a core and distinctive subject, central to the life, ethos, and curriculum of the school, and reflecting our Anglican foundation and Trust Deed.
Our approach to RE flows from the Church of England’s Vision for Education, Deeply Christian, Serving the Common Good. Through high‑quality Religious Education, we seek to enable every child to flourish academically, spiritually, morally, and socially, equipping them for life in a diverse, multi‑religious and multi‑secular society.
RE at Woodford Valley enables pupils to engage deeply with Christianity as a living faith, while also encountering a wide range of religious and non‑religious worldviews, in a way that is generous, respectful, intellectually rigorous, and inclusive.
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Intent
In line with the National Society for Education (NSE) Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education (2026), Religious Education at Woodford Valley enables pupils to:
· Develop secure and coherent knowledge of Christianity as a diverse global living faith
· Gain knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non‑religious worldviews, recognising internal diversity, complexity, change, and continuity
· Explore fundamental questions of meaning, purpose, identity, belief, and ethics
· Build disciplinary knowledge that enables religious literacy
· Reflect critically on their own personal worldviews, beliefs, and values
· Engage in thoughtful, informed, and respectful dialogue with others
· Understand the continuing influence of religion and belief on individuals, communities, and society
Legal Status and right of withdrawal

Religious Education is compulsory for all pupils in accordance with the Education Reform Act 1988.
As a Voluntary Aided School, our RE curriculum is in accordance with the school's trust deed and follows Wiltshire's Agreed Syllabus for RE 2025.
Parents have the legal right to withdraw their child from RE.  Any withdrawal request should be made in writing to the Headteacher.  Where possible, school leaders will meet with parents to explain the curriculum and discuss concerns before withdrawal is confirmed.
Curriculum
The RE curriculum at Woodford Valley:
· is well‑sequenced, coherent, and progressive
· is aligned to the Wiltshire’s Agreed Syllabus 2025, adapted to reflect Anglican identity
· draws on high‑quality resources from The Emmanuel Project
· aligns with the National Content Standard for Religious Education
· ensures increasing depth, challenge, and conceptual understanding as pupils move through the school
RE is taught as an academic discipline that equips pupils to think critically, ask challenging questions, evaluate ideas, and develop informed and respectful dialogue.
As a Church of England school, Christianity is the main religious worldview studied and constitutes 50% of RE curriculum time in each key stage, in accordance with national expectations.
Pupils explore Christianity through:
· biblical texts and key sources of authority
· core Christian beliefs, theology, and doctrine
· worship, practices, festivals, and rituals
· Christian responses to questions of meaning, ethics, and human experience
· the diversity of Christian expression across cultures and traditions
Alongside Christianity, pupils study a carefully selected range of religious and non‑religious worldviews, including:
· Judaism
· Islam
· Hinduism
· Humanism
These worldviews are studied respectfully and rigorously, enabling pupils to appreciate similarities, differences, and diversity within and between traditions.

Implementation 
Religious Education at Woodford Valley is:
· a high‑profile academic subject, with distinct aims, content, and assessment
· non‑confessional, and clearly separate from Collective Worship
· a statutory entitlement for all pupils, including those in Reception
· an essential subject through which pupils develop religious literacy and understanding of belief, meaning, identity, and values
Teaching in RE is inclusive, engaging, and challenging. It enables pupils to:
· critically engage with texts, beliefs, practices, and ideas
· develop enquiry, interpretation, analysis, evaluation, and reflection skills
· express their own views respectfully and confidently
· encounter challenging ideas in a safe, supportive learning environment
Learning activities may include discussion, debate, artefact handling, creative work, visits, visitors, and structured philosophical enquiry (including P4C approaches where appropriate).
In EYFS and Year 1, RE is recorded as a digital floorbook.
 In Years 2 – 6 children’s work is recorded in RE books.
Planning
Religious Education at Woodford Valley is planned through a disciplinary lens, enabling pupils to develop different ways of knowing, including:
· Theology: exploring beliefs, sacred texts, and questions about God and meaning
· Philosophy: reflecting on truth, morality, identity, and existence
· Human and social sciences: examining how religion and belief shape individuals, communities, cultures, and societies
Through this approach, pupils learn not only what people believe, but how beliefs are formed, expressed, lived, and interpreted in different contexts.
Curriculum planning in RE has a three-tier approach: long-term, medium- term and short-term. 
· Wiltshire’s Agreed Syllabus 2025 is followed and a long-term plan maps which units of work from the syllabus are covered in each class. These are taught using resources from the Emmanuel project following an enquiry-based model.
· Medium-term plans outline the content, key questions and learning objectives with suggestions for activities.
· Short-term plans list the specific learning objectives for a particular lesson and the activities which will enable each child to achieve these. 

Time allocation follows DfES recommendations: 36 hours per year for Key Stage 1 and 45 hours per year for Key Stage 2. In the Foundation Stage, RE is delivered through meeting the Early Learning Goals.

Inclusion and entitlement
All pupils are entitled to high-quality Religious Education, including pupils with SEND and those who are disadvantaged.
Teaching and resources are adapted to ensure that all pupils can achieve highly in RE, and that no pupil is excluded from meaningful learning in this subject.

Measuring Impact
Assessment in Religious Education is:
· accurate, inclusive, and knowledge‑informed
· focused on pupils’ progress in substantive knowledge, disciplinary understanding, and skills
· used to inform curriculum planning and teaching
Progress in RE includes pupils’ developing ability to:
· use appropriate religious vocabulary
· explain beliefs and practices with increasing clarity
· make connections, comparisons, and evaluations
· articulate and refine their own worldview
Assessment information is recorded by teachers at the end of each unit. Assessment data is added to Insight Tracker which is shared to support continuity and progression.
Progress in RE is shared with parents in school reports.
Leadership, governance and accountability
The Headteacher and RE Subject Leader ensure that:
· RE has appropriate status, time, and resourcing
· teaching is high quality and subject knowledge is secure
· staff are supported through ongoing professional development
· the curriculum meets national and diocesan expectations
The Governing Body:
· ensures the school meets the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for RE
· monitors standards, curriculum quality, and provision in RE
· supports leaders in maintaining strong RE provision
· receive reports and evidence as part of SIAMS inspection preparation
Monitoring and review
This policy is reviewed regularly to ensure continued compliance with:
· The Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education
· SIAMS expectations
· National and diocesan guidance
· Wiltshire’s Agreed Syllabus 2025
This policy should be read in conjunction with the SMSC policy and Collective Worship policy.
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