
Geography Progression of Skills – Woodford Valley Primary Academy 

Year Direction Map knowledge Global  

Reception To be able to draw a simple map. 
To begin to follow a route using simple 
directions (up, down, forwards, backwards). 

To develop spatial awareness and to know be 
able to describe and understand the position of 
themselves relative to their surroundings. 

To be able to look at similarities and differences 
between our environment and in another country.  

Year 1 To be able to draw a map of the school grounds 
using their own symbols, direction and location 
(up, down, left, right etc.) 

To be familiar with a globe, where the UK is on it 
and recognise a map of the UK.  

To understand some of the similarities and 
differences between life in the UK and life in Africa.  
 
To recognise the Fairtrade symbol and know why it is 
important. 
 
To know the location of hot and cold areas of the 
world in relation to the Equator and the North and 
South Poles. 

Year 2 To be able to draw a map of a real or imaginary 
place with a simple symbol key. 
 
Give simple compass directions (North, South, 
East, West) and locational and directional 
language. 

To be able to locate and name on a UK map, the 
individual countries, major features and places 
(capital cities) 
 
•Name and locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans  
•Name and locate the 4 countries of the United 
Kingdom, the capital cities and the surrounding 
seas 
•Find places studied on globes, maps and atlases 
 
 
 

To begin to develop an understanding of diversity. 
 
 

Year 3 To be able to make a map of a short route 
experienced.  
 

To begin to identify points on a world map. To know how climates affect weather around the 
world and how people adapt to these.  
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Year 4 To be able to compare maps of different scales 
and locate features using longitude, latitude, 
equator and tropics.  
To be able to use 8 compass points and 
orientate a map. 
 

Find places on a map and use a globe to locate 
countries of importance. 
 

To know the reasons why rainforests are cut down.  
To be able to state some effects of deforestation on 
humans and animals. 
To know the names of the four layers of the 
rainforest and be able to give three facts about each. 
To be able to describe the effect on a country lying 
nearer to the Equator. 
  
To be able to identify the ways in which oceans are 
polluted.  
To know the effect of ocean pollution on animals 
such as sea turtles and humans. 
To know some actions which can be taken to reduce 
plastic pollution.  
To know which countries were in the Triple Entente 
and which were part of the Triple Alliance and know 
in which continent these are located. 
To know which countries the line of trenches 
stretched to and from. 

Year 5 To make a map of a short journey with features 
in correctly identified symbols using letters and 
number coordinates to locate features on a 
map. 
To be able to use 4 compass points and identify 
8 compass points. 
 
 

To be able to use an atlas including the index 
page. 
 

To understand the impact of tourism in the 
Caribbean. 
 
To understand why Fairtrade is important for 
farmers.  

Year 6  To analyse features on an OS map and 
understand how they relate to the real world.  

To recognise and identify key features on a map 
and in surroundings (e.g. woodland, waterways, 
contours, man-made structures).  

To know and locate some key mountains and rivers 
around the world.  
To understand what a volcano is, how it is formed 
and identify key features. 
To know the Pacific Ring of Fire as a key area where 
volcanoes can be found. 
To know how rivers have informed ancient 
civilisations, specifically Ancient Egypt and the Nile. 


